Adult neuroblastoma. Report of three cases and review of the literature.
Adult neuroblastoma is an uncommon malignancy. The authors report three additional cases and review the 39 reported cases in the world literature. Presentation in the abdomen is the most common; a high rate of lower limb presentation is also observed. Incidence is equal between sexes with median age of presentation of 34 years. Survival is greatest after surgical intervention (median, 20.5 months) compared with no surgery (median, 12.5 months). Chemotherapy may benefit individual patients but does not have a major impact on survival. Radiotherapy is indicated for localized, inoperable primaries or painful metastases. The survival rates of this group of patients parallels that of childhood neuroblastoma, Stage III-IV.